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“Is there a Santa Claus?” ABOUT US 

We are an Elder Law and 
Special Needs Trust Law 
Firm. Located in Little 
Rock, Arkansas, we focus 
on helping individuals 
obtain Medicaid benefits 
without losing their home, 
Long Term Care Planning 
for victims of Alzheimer's 
Disease and other related 
disorders, Special Needs 
Trust solutions for fami-
lies with children with 
special needs, and Pre-
serving Eligibility for Pub-
lic Benefits for personal 
injury victims.  

 

DISTRIBUTION OF THIS 

NEWSLETTER 

Raymon B. Harvey, P.A. 
encourages you to share 
this information with any-
one who is interested in 
issues pertaining to the 
elderly, the disabled and 
their advocates.  The in-
formation in this newslet-
ter may be copied and 
d is t r ibuted,  wi thout 
charge and without per-
mission, but with appro-
priate citation to Raymon 
B. Harvey , P.A.   

If you are interested in a 
free subscription to The 
Arkansas Voice, then 
please contact us at:  

info@arkansaselderlaw.co
m, call us at 501 -221-3416, 
or fax us at 501 -221-2689. 

Copyright ©  2008 
Raymon B. Harvey P.A. 

From the Law Office of 
Raymon B. Harvey, P.A. 

650 S. Shackleford Road, Suite 400 
Little Rock Arkansas 72211 

Office: 501-221-3416 
www.ArkansasElderLaw.com 

E-Mail:  info@ArkansasElderLaw.com 

HHHAPPYAPPYAPPY   HHHOLIDAYSOLIDAYSOLIDAYS!!!   
   

DDDECEMBERECEMBERECEMBER   200820082008   

Eight-year-old Virginia O'Hanlon wrote a letter to the editor of New York's Sun , and 
the quick response was printed as an unsigned editorial Sept. 21, 1897. The work of 
veteran newsman Francis Pharcellus Church has since become history's most re-
printed newspaper editorial, appearing in part or whole in dozens of languages in 

books, movies, and other editorials, and on posters and stamps. 

"DEAR EDITOR: I am 8 years 

old. Some of my little 

friends say there is no 

Santa Claus. Papa says, 

'If you see it in THE SUN 

it's so.' Please tell me 

the truth; is there a 

Santa Claus?ò 

 

"VIRGINIA O'HANLON.  

"115 WEST NINETY - FIFTH 

STREET."  

 

VIRGINIA, your little 

friends are wrong. They 

have been affected by the skepticism of a skeptical age. 

They do not believe except [what] they see. They think that 

nothing can be which is not comprehensible by their little 

minds. All minds, Virginia, whether they be men's or chil-

dren's, are little. In this great universe of ours man is a 

mere insect, an ant, in his intellect, as compared with the 

boundless world about him, as measured by the intelligence 

capable of grasping the whole of truth and knowledge.  

 

Yes, VIRGINIA, there is a Santa Claus. He exists as cer-

tainly as love and generosity and devotion exist, and you 

know that they abound and give to your life its highest 

beauty and joy. Alas! how dreary would be the world if there 

were no Santa Claus. It would be as dreary as if there were 

no VIRGINIAS. There would be no childlike faith then, no po-

etry, no romance to make tolerable this existence. We should 

have no enjoyment, except in sense and sight. The eternal 

light with which childhood fills the world would be extin-

guished.  

(Continued on page 2) 
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Not believe in Santa Claus! You might as well not believe in fairies! You might 

get your papa to hire men to watch in all the chimneys on Christmas Eve to catch 

Santa Claus, but even if they did not see Santa Claus coming down, what would 

that prove? Nobody sees Santa Claus, but that is no sign that there is no Santa 

Claus. The most real things in the world are those that neither children nor men 

can see. Did you ever see fairies dancing on the lawn? Of course not, but that's 

no proof that they are not there. Nobody can conceive or imagine all the wonders 

there are unseen and unseeable in the world.  

 

You may tear apart the baby's rattle and see what makes the noise inside, but 

there is a veil covering the unseen world which not the strongest man, nor even 

the united strength of all the strongest men that ever lived, could tear apart. 

Only faith, fancy, poetry, love, romance, can push aside that curtain and view 

and picture the supernal beauty and glory beyond. Is it all real? Ah, VIRGINIA, 

in all this world there is nothing else real and abiding.  

 

No Santa Claus! Thank God! he lives, and he lives forever. A thousand years from 

now, Virginia, nay, ten times ten thousand years from now, he will continue to 

make glad the heart of childhood.  

(Continued from page 1) 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS  

 We have updated our Web Site! 

 

www.ArkansasElderLaw.com 

ß Articles 

ß Newsletter Archive 

ß Important Booklets 

ß Calendar of Events and Presentations 

Holidays & Dates to Remember 

 

 

Our office will be closed  
December 24th at Noon 
December 25th and 26th 

January 1st 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2009 Medicaid Numbers 
 

Monthly Income: $2,022.00 
Minimum Monthly Needs Allowance: 

$1,750.00 
Maximum Resource Standard: 

$109,560.00 
Minimum Resource Standard: 

$21,912.00 
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Individuals with dementia may become paranoid 
as a result of false beliefs or delusions.  For exam-
ple, they may believe that someone is poisoning 
their food or stealing their money.  They may also 
believe that their caregiver, even a spouse, is an 
imposter. 

Some coping techniques are: 

§ Explain to other family members and caregivers 
that the suspiciousness is part of the illness. 

§ If the individual suspects money is missing, allow 
them to keep small amounts of money in a pocket 
or wallet for easy inspection. 

§ Assist the person in looking for the missing object-
try to learn their usual storage places for things that 
are frequently ñlost.ò 

§ Avoid arguing. 

§ Respond to the feelings behind the accusation-are 
there other things that could be causing distress. 

§ If the person doesnôt recognize the caregiver, try 
leaving the room and returning later. 

 
(from Alzheimerôs Arkansas Newsletter, September 2008 issue) 

TIPS FOR COPING WITH PARANOIA 

ONLINE CALCULATOR GIVES PERSONALIZED ESTIMATE OF FUTURE SOCIAL SECURITY   

The Social Security Administration (SSA) has unveiled a new online calculator that 
allows you to project what your monthly Social Security benefit will be based on 
your actual work record. The Retirement Calculator also lets you create "what if" 
retirement scenarios based on different earnings projections and retirement ages. 
The calculator requires inputting personal information like your Social Security 
number, date of birth and mother's maiden name, but the SSA says the site is se-
cure. 

Since the calculator is tied to your actual Social Security earnings record, there is 
no need to manually enter years of earnings information. The Retirement Estima-
tor is also interactive, allowing you to compare different retirement options by 
changing your "stop work" dates or expected earnings. With the click of the 
mouse, you can calculate the difference in benefits if you retired at age 62 rather than, say, 66, and how re-
ducing your current income by switching to part-time work will affect your benefit. 

You cannot use the calculator if you do not have enough Social Security credits at this time to qualify for 
benefits or you are already receiving Social Security benefits. The SSA also stresses that retirement esti-
mates are just that, estimates. They will vary somewhat from the actual benefit you may receive, in part be-
cause the actual future benefit will be adjusted for inflation. 

For more on the Retirement Estimator please got to http://www.socialsecurity.gov/estimator/.  

(from ElderLawAnswers Weekly, July 28, 2008 issue) 

HINTS FOR VISITING THE DOCTOR 

Advance planning can help the trip to the doctorôs 
office go more smoothly. 

ß Try to schedule the appointment for your loved 
oneôs best time of day. Also, ask the office staff 
what time of day the office is least crowded. 

ß Let the office staff know in advance that this person 
is confused.  If there is something they might be 
able to do to make the visit go more smoothly, ask. 

ß Write down your questions/concerns before you go 
to the doctorôs office. If there is something that you 
donôt want to discuss in front of your loved one, talk 
to the nurse ahead of time or fax written informa-
tion to the doctorôs office. 

ß Donôt tell the person about the appointment until 
the day of the visit or even shortly before it is time 
to go. Be positive and matter-of-fact. 

ß Bring along something for the person to do while 
you wait. Find some kind of activity that he or she 
may enjoy.  Bring a snack if appropriate. 

ß Have a friend or another family member go with 
you on the trip, so that one of you can be with your 
loved one while the other speaks with the doctor if 
needed. 

 
(from Alzheimerôs Arkansas Newsletter, September 2008 issue) 
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www.ArkansasElderLaw.com  

www.SpecialNeedsAlliance.com  

Sign -up for this newsletter  

Speaker  

If you are interested in having  
Raymon Harvey speak at an event, 

please call Sherrie at 501 -221 -3416 . 
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members of the Bar and the Judiciary. 
Martindale-Hubbell Ratings fall into two 
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est. CV, BV and AV are registered 
certification marks of Reed Elsevier 
Properties Inc., used in accordance 
with the Martindale-Hubbell certification 

procedures, standards and policies. 
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